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allegiance than it used to, and it is Mr. MacDonagh's opinion that 
party discipline will never again be so rigid as it was before the 
war. The control of the Government over its followers in the 
House seems to have been somewhat weakened. 

As a veteran journalist the author naturally pays a good deal of 
attention to what Macaulay called the " fourth estate ". He shows 
what an important part the press plays in the life of Parliament. It 
is a far cry from the days when the House of Commons used to 
punish printers for publishing accounts of its proceedings to the day 
in 1902 when a minister in the House of Lords refused to deliver 
his speech until the reporters had arrived. In a chapter on " The 
King's Parliamentary Reporter" we are told how the monarch is 
kept informed of the proceedings of the House of Commons. No 
English king except Charles I ever entered the House in person, and 
his was an example that no discreet successor would follow ; but be- 
ginning with George III each sovereign has received special reports 
from the leader of the House. Those sent to Queen Victoria are 
preserved in the library at Buckingham Palace. Mr. MacDonagh 
regards Disraeli's as " fine examples of the best descriptive report- 
ing", and one suspects that the whole series, including as it does 
reports by Lord John Russell, Peel, Palmerston, Gladstone, Lord 
Randolph Churchill and Balfour, would make mighty interesting 
reading. 

R. L. Schuyler. 

Francia, Illustrated History of France. By Joseph Reinach 
(Polybe). Paris, Hachette, 1921. 

The little history of France which M. Joseph Reinach was able 
to complete before his death, deserves to be called to the attention 
of foreigners as well as Frenchmen. In it will be found the quali- 
ties of mind and heart of this good citizen and courageous and loyal 
man. He passionately loved Justice, the Republic, France; and in 
his enthusiasms he knew how to retain the lucidity of his judgment 
and avoid personal animus. 

Possessing a wide culture, he regarded his subject from a clear 
viewpoint, and extracted the salient traits from an innumerable 
multitude of confused facts. He made the necessary sacrifices, 
hastening over Celtic Gaul, Roman Gaul, the Middle Ages, pausing 
at the fifteenth century for a moment when, with Jeanne d'Arc, the 
national sentiment develops in the people, emphasizing the Renais- 
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sance and the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; but reserving 
the greater part of the volume for the Revolution, the nineteenth 
century and the beginning of the twentieth, always mentioning what 
is necessary, omitting nothing that is essential in the periods he most 
leaves in the shadow, and introducing no useless detail in the por- 
tions he most amplifies. By this sense of proportion and choice, M. 
Reinach attained his purpose, which was to make known the develop- 
ment of the French nation and her genius and civilization, not only 
by insisting upon the characteristics of each epoch and the accidents 
of the evolution, but also upon the permanence of a certain base 
and the continuance of a certain progress. 

In this presentation of our successes and our disasters, our struggles 
against other nations, our internal divisions, the successive and con- 
tradictory orientations in our ideals and the often violent revolutions 
in our political and social organization, the moderation and impar- 
tiality of the historian are much to be admired. And what is still 
more meritorious in an adherent of a party, involved during forty 
years in all our political agitations, he speaks calmly and fairly of 
his adversaries. Neither omitting mention of the services rendered 
by the old monarchy to France, nor belittling them, he knows how to 
be just toward the first and second Empires. Opposed neither to 
the men on the Right, nor to those on the Extreme Left, nor to 
Clemenceau, he was never tempted to make reprisals. A little ardor 
— well justified, by the way — in speaking of Gambetta, that is all 
that enables one to judge on which side of the barricade was the 
historian. 

In this intelligent, well-constructed and profoundly honest book a 
foreigner will learn what he should know of France, he will draw 
this knowledge from the resources of an intelligence which is deeply 
penetrated with the part played by our nation and her aspirations. 
Above all, for the half -century since 1870, concerning which we 
have so few good compilations, this work of M. Reinach will give a 
very clear and complete picture of French effort. 

GUSTAVE LANSON. 
University of Paris. 

Government and Politics of France. By Edward M. Sait. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, World Book Company, 1920. — xv, 478 pp. 

Rarely does a reviewer find so much to praise, so little to con- 
demn, as in Professor Sait's book on French government and politics. 



